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THE "GREENING' OF KARRATHA 

Karratha is a dry town! 
Despite our situation on the 
coast, it is because of the way 
the winds blow we get even less 
rain than the inland. Indeed, 
from February 1985 to February 
1986 our total rain came in one 
thunderstorm shower at night 
that lasted only 10 minutes. 

But recently we had a rare 
sight in Karratha. The kids from 
the schools rushed out to see a 
waterfall, of all things, gushing 
down the hills behind the town. 

The fr inges of cyclones 
"Rhonda" and "Victor" brought 
heavy rains — about 5 inches in 
all, and now a couple of weeks 
later everything has gone green. 
In less than a week, vast areas of 
red dust have been changed to 
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[carpets of waving green grass. 
Every form of life — insects, 
[lizards, birds — are bustling 
with activity. The change is 
miraculous. 

Of course we can't help but 
pee the analogy of the pouring 
but of the Spirit promised by 
Uesus — "I will pourout streams 
bf living water". And indeed, 
['streams of living water" are be-
ing poured out in our parish. 

Long-term parishioners have 
brown in commitment, under-
standing, personal ministry and 
witness. New parishioners are 
being added almost daily to our 
congregation. There is an excite-
ment abroad in our parish which 
matches the excitement in the 
[town. This is an exciting place to 

be right now. Things are really 
happening in Karratha. There's a 
huge building program going on. 
Steel frames of hundreds of 
houses dot the new suburb of 
Nickol. Houses are being com-
pleted and handed over at the 
rate of 17 a week. 

Our caravan parks are full and 
the newly opened one is filling 
rapidly. Our new shopping 
centre, with the second-largest 
Co les -KMar t in Wes te rn 
Australia, is nearing completion. 
Our new Community Theatre 
opens next month. 

Growth is everywhere we 
look. And so too is growth in our 
parish. Remembering names, 
it's like coming to a new parish 
all over again. 

Joy is in the air! Even the 
cockroaches seem to have a 
new spritely way of waving their 
antennae at you, and the swim-
ming poo! is really "hopping" 
with FROGS! 

Praise the Lord with us in Kar-
ratha for all the wonderful things 
going on all around us. 

Yes, water makes a big dif-
ference, and "the living water" 
that Christ brings to making a 
big difference to lives here in 
Karratha — Praise the Lord! 

George and Jacqueline 
Sansom 

FRONT COVER: 
Rev. Ernie Carnaby with 
Dean Lance Shilton 
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UNITED ABORIGINES MISSION 
GNOWANGERUP CHRISTIAN 

MINISTRIES, W.A. 
Chris and Marilyn Clerke 

Our work here since May 1985 has been the development of 
new training programs for Aboriginal Pastors and church leaders, 
at what used to be the Gnowangerup Bible College. The Mission 
discontinued the Bible College program at the end of 1984 for the 
best possible reason. Aboriginal people themselves are now pro-
viding their own Bible College program in the form of the A.E.F. 
Bible College in Perth. The programs we are seeking to develop 
here are more along the lines of short-term courses of in-service 
training. 

Most of 1985 was used getting to know, and to be known by, 
Aboriginal Christian groups in the area, and seeking their ideas 
on what ministries might be developed here. Some re-
arrangements of the property, especially the library, and the 
setting up of our Resource Centre, have also required time and 
attention. Towards the end of last year a pilot course — an exten-
sion course for Aboriginal Church members at the nearby town of 
Tarn bell up — was conducted for one night per week. 

Regular rallies and conventions are a feature of Aboriginal 
Christian life, and wherever such events are in the area we try to 
attend, taking quantities of materials from our Resource Centre 
to have a sale there. 

The former Radio Studio of the Mission is another asset we 
have on the property here. We have modified it and it is now get-
ting increasingly used to record the musical talent and testimony 
of Aboriginal Christian people. The distribution of this sort of 
material on tape is an important aspect of the ministry of U.A.M. 
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Marilyn Clerke 

777/s year we have started a one night per week evening Bible 
School and we are making plans for one or two residential short-
term courses for Pastors and Leaders during the coming year. 

Two other families share the work with us here. Laurie Way is 
the property manager, and Chris Ngargos and his family are new 
in the work here this year, having just graduated from the A.E.F. 
Bible College in Perth at the end of last year. Living in this farm 
property, 5 km from town, is a new experience for us as a family. 

In B.C.A. Ministries at Merindee, N.S. W., and at Leigh Creek in 
South Australia, I did find a considerable warmth of fellowship 
and ministry with Aboriginal people. I am very happy that this has 
led to our present area of service and that we are for now part of a 
joint effort of the B.C.A. Society and of U.A.M. to develop these 
new ministries for Aboriginal people in this area. We are very 
aware of the support and prayer of so many in the B.C.A. family 
and this is a constant encouragement in our work. 

Chris Clerke 
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WHERE ARE WE: Leigh Creek 
is situated at the base of the 
Flinders Ranges, approximately 
500 kilometres to the north of 
Adelaide. The weather condi-
tions are very dry, the rainfall is 
about 6-8 inches a year. In the 
summer the temperature rises to 
40-45 degrees. We do have air-
conditioning in car and home. 
The new town of Leigh Creek 
South has been built to make 
way for the mine to be expand-

ed. The major purpose of the 
town is to accommodate those 
working in the coal mine ten 
kilometres to the north. There 
are some 700 people engaged in 
coal production. The coal is then 
taken to Port Augusta to pro-
duce electricity. 

ABOUT OUR WORK: Leigh 
Creek is the centre from which I 
travel, to Hawker in the south, to 
the Queensland border in the 
north and out to Lake Eyre in the 
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west. We hold church services 
at Blinman once a month. The 
numbers are small but it is a very 
encouraging event. There are a 
number of stations in the 
southern area that I am respon-
sible for. To the north there is 
the well-known Birdsville Track. 
It is my intention to visit the ten 
stations along this track two or 
three times this year. The 
Strzelecki Track, not so well 
known, is not as populated as 
the rest of the area. It is along 
this track that Moomba gas 
fields are found. I have been 
able to gain permission to enter 
this complex almost as often as 
I wish. The work is, in the main, 
industrial chaplaincy to the men 
who work fortnightly shifts. The 
work throughout the Parish is 
largely long, hot and lonely, so 
we have been thrust once again 
to the care of Our Lord and His 
Word. In His good time He 
teaches us the lessons we 
would not learn any other way. 

FAMILY REFLECTIONS: 
Twelve months, it hardly seems 
possible, the time has flown so 
quickly. Many things have been 
happening in this otherwise dry 
land. Philip and Leis! have 
settled into the area school 
along with the other 600 kids. 
Meredith and Richard have 
grown almost as quickly and as 
tall as the trees around town. 
Coming from the east coast 
from around Sydney the con-
trast of this country is striking. 
The stark beauty of the Flinders 
Ranges is a magn i f i cen t 
signature of God's handiwork. 
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We as a family have enjoyed the 
ever-changing colours of this 
harsh landscape. It has been 
good to know the same God, 
who gives life to this hot dry 
land, has been providing more 
than adequately for us as well. 

Judi has had a busy year not 
only with the children but 
assisting with ladies' groups, a 
prayer cell, teaching R.I. once a 
fortnight and numerous other 
odd jobs. The occasional day's 
nursing has helped her to meet 
some of the townsfolk. This 
year promises to hold many new 
adventures and prospects for 
ministry. 

WE PAUSE TO THANK YOU: It 
has been good to know that 
many people in many parts of 
Australia have a ministry of 
prayer and intercession. We 
thank those people who have 
w r i t t e n and i n t r o d u c e d 
themselves to us. Your concern 
for us has been humbling. Your 
encou ragemen t is much 
appreciated. 

Des, Judi, Philip, Liesel, 
Meredith and Richard Arthur 

"LEIGH CREEK 
AND BEYOND" 



On the first Wednesday of 
each month the alarm clock 
rings early enough to enable suf-
ficient time to reach the airport 
for a 6.30 takeoff to Cockatoo 
and Koolan Islands, some 35 to 
40 minutes' flying time from 
Derby. The early morning con-
ditions are more favourable for 
flying as later in the morning the 
thunder clouds start to form and 
turbulence becomes severe. 

The two short undulating 
airstrips, carved out along the 
ridges, are accessible to light 
aircraft only, and only those 
pilots who have been checked 
out as capable of handling the 
unusual conditions are permit-
ted to use them. 

These two i s lands are 
situated off the West Australian 
coast, just outside King Sound, 
in a stretch of ocean called 
Yampi Sound. Cockatoo Island 
is approximately 5 km long by 2 
km wide and Koolan 13 km long 
by 5.5 km wide. Their position is 
in one of the most isolated 
places off this stretch of rugged 
Australian coastline. 

The reason these islands are 
occupied is that on them is 
found some of the richest iron 
ore in Australia, and so whole 
communities have been estab-
lished around mining opera-
t ions . In add i t ion to the 
geographical isolation there is 
an added sense of isolation, as 
cyclones can cut off supplies 
arriving by State Shipping and 
aircraft cannot fly in, so the 
communities are reliant on ex-
isting resources. Given these 
c i rcumstances, it is l i t t le 
wonder that the stresses and 
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strains placed on families and 
those who live and work under 
these conditions show their 
effect in difficulties of adjust-
ment and ability to cope. 

Into this whole backdrop fits 
the ministry of the Church, 
reaching out, and making known 
the reconciling power of Christ, 
and the love of God. 

To be the hand in the field, 
i.e., the extension of the B.C.A. 
arm which reaches back to the 
supporting Christian bodies 
made up of concerned indiv-
iduals, never ceases to evoke in 
me the desire to give thanks to 
God that His love and concern 
can be extended to reach into 
the most isolated places of this 
continent. AM made possible by 
YOU, the reader. 

P.S. At the end of May 1986, 
Cockatoo Island ceased opera-
tions after 35 years. There are 
many people who had known it 
as home from birth through 
childhood, and as part of their 
working life. 

In conformity to the terms of 
the mining lease, all the settle-
ment is now in the process of 
being dismantled as the island 
is to be returned to its natural 
state, and evidence that people 
ever lived there will soon disap-
pear. B.C.A. has been part of the 
nature of that community, and a 
component of its life that con-
tinued to minister through its 
demise to the people who left it, 
taking with them feelings of 
sadness and love. Out of this 
situation, one is made aware 
that the only constant and un-
changing quality in this tran-
sitory life is God. 
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NEW HOPE FOR 
WYNDHAM/OOMBULGURRI 

By Martin Weatherston, Registrar Dio. N.W. Australia 

The history of the community 
at Oombulgurri (an isolated spot 
on the Forrest River which emp-
ties into the Cambridge Gulf in 
the Kimberley region of W.A.) 
makes sad and depressing 
reading. From its inception as 
the Forrest River Mission this 
community has had to struggle 
for its very survival. During 1968, 
the Reverend John Best wrote: 
"The mission has never flourish-
ed and the whole history is a 
history of a never-ceasing strug-
gle against both environment 
and circumstances to keep it in 
existence." 

This is just as true today as it 
was then — the latest blow be-
ing the withdrawal of vitally 
needed staff by the Aboriginal 
Advisory Development Services 
in the face of what it sees as a 
"serious social decline" in the 
area. 

Peter Harradance (supported 
by B.C.A. at Kununurra) and I 
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arrived there at a time when 
these social problems had been 
made worse by physical disrup-
tion which had been caused by 
flooding. As a result of this and 
of the subsequent cut in the 
supply of water to the area, we 
found the place practically 
deserted. In accordance with the 
norma! practice under such cir-
cumstances, the people had 
gravitated to nearby Wyndham 
where the availability of alcohol 
tends to have disastrous effects 
on community life (Oombulgurri 
being a "dry community"). It was 
here that we discovered a ray of 
hope for this situation — a new-
ly ordained Aboriginal priest by 
the name of Leslie Baird. 

"Father Leslie" (as he likes to 
be called) had seen lives which 
were just as broken as those of 
the Oombulgurri people (in-
cluding his own) put together by 
the power of God. This he had 
witnessed at St. Alban's Yar-
rabah in Northern Queensland 
— a Church community which 
had produced no less than one 
Bishop, two priests and four 
deacons during the course of 
the last year. Interestingly 
enough, the Yarrabah Church 
had been pastored by exactly 
the same person who had 
started the Forrest River Mis-
sion back in 1913, the Reverend 
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Ernest Gribble. It seemed right 
and fitting that, after all these 
years, there was going to be a 
c ross - fe r t i l i sa t i on between 
these two communities once 
again — particularly in view of 
the fact that Father Leslie had 
come from the Kimberley in the 
first place. And here he was with 
his wife Mercy and two children 
Allen and Bradley — full of con-

people not only of this own 
parish but of the entire diocese, 
and even the Anglican Church of 
Australia as a whole. To quote 
one of his fellow Deacons from 
Yarrabah, " i t is considered 
world-wide that nobody is as 
low, foolish and weak as us 
Aboriginals. Our commander 
Jesus is saying — 'I have 
chosen the foolish things of the 

fidence that God would do for 
Oombulgurri what he had done 
for Yarrabah. The outward ap-
pearance of things at Oom-
bulgurri did not throw him at ail; 
his confidence is placed fairly 
and squarely in the God of the 
impossible. In fact, it is Father 
Leslie's firm conviction that the 
Lord is wanting to use the 
Aboriginal people to bless the 
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world to put to shame the wise; 
the weak things of the world to 
shame the things that are 
mighty; the base things of the 
world and despised things and 
things which are not, to bring to 
nothing the things that are'." Let 
us pray that this will be the word 
of the Lord that proves to be a 
turning point for the people of 
Wyndham/Oombulgurri. 

ii 

Left to right: Peter Harradance, Mercy and 
Leslie Baird, the pilot, Martin Weatherston. 



New Federal Secretary 
to start in December 
The Counci l has appointed 

the Rev. Ernest Carnaby to the 
posi t ion of Federal Secretary. 
He wi l l take up his posi t ion in 
mid-December, 1986. 

Mr. Carnaby was trained for 
the ministry at Moore Col lege, 
Sydney. Wi th the Rev. Brian 
Carter, he was the last of the 
s tudents f inancia l ly ass is ted 
t h r o u g h Moore Co l l ege by 
B.C.A., w i th understanding they 
would serve wi th the Society 
after ord inat ion. 

He was o rda ined in the 
Diocese of Adelaide. After a 
curacy under the Rev. Theo 
H a y m a n , a f o r m e r Federa l 
Secretary of B.C.A., M.r. Carnaby 
served wi th B.C.A. in the Leigh 
Creek and Northern Mission for 
three years, fo l lowed by three 
years as pr iest- in-charge of 
Woomera, and Army chaplaincy 
w o r k in t h e D i o c e s e o f 
Wi l lochra. 

Ernie was appointed General 
Secretary of the Church Mis-
s i o n a r y S o c i e t y in S o u t h 
Austral ia in 1972 where he serv-
ed for three and a half years 
before returning to the Diocese 
of Sydney, where he served as 
rector in the parishes of St. 
Paul's Chatswood (1976-1983) 
and St. Paul's Shel lharbour f rom 
1984. 

Mr. Carnaby has served as a 
member of the Counci l of B.C.A. 
since 1977. 
FRONT COVER 
Pictured with Dean Lance Shilton at a recent 
B.C.A. Executive Meeting. 
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WELCOME 
* Mrs. Jocelyn Phillips, secretary 
to the S.A. secretary Reverend Bruce 
Cliff. 
FAREWELL 
* Sister Lyn Pickersgill, B.C.A. 
"tentmaker", working with the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service and formerly 
with us at Cook. 
* Mr. Bob Pearce, assistant at the 
School Hostel, Broken Hill. Bob has 
returned to Adelaide. 
* Mrs. Dora Warwick from the 
Sydney office. Dora has served the 
Society well since March 1974 as 
one of the "back room girls". Dora 
will be always remembered for the 
intense prayer support she gave the 
field and office staff. 
* Mrs. Marilyn Brown from the S.A. 
office to new family responsibilities. 
* Reverend Adrian and Mrs. Wille-
mien Moore, Stephen (14) and 
Marika (11), from the Society but not 
from the work at Port Hedland. The 
parish and the Diocese of North 
West Australia have decided that 
they will be able to go it alone 
without B.C.A.'s support. We praise 
the Lord for the growth in the parish, 
with Adrian's pastorate, that has 
enabled this significant step to be 
taken. We must continue to stand 
with them in prayer. 
* Reverend Walter and Mrs. 
Eleanor Wheeldon from Zeehan in 
mid-May. The Wheeldons have 
returned to their family home on the 
N.S.W. South Coast because of 
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family reasons. The Wheeldon's 
ministry in Zeehan, although fairly 
short in duration, has made a large 
impact both in the west coast towns 
of Rosebery and Tullah and the mine 
and township of Zeehan. Many owe 
their new Christian experience to 
Walter and Eleanor's work and 
witness for their Lord. 

VICTORIAN CONNECTIONS 

The Revs. Alan Hoskin (State 
Secretary), Brian Viney and Tom 
Morgan at a recent Executive 
Meeting in B.C.A. House. 

WOMEN'S AUXILIARY - SYDNEY 
Please remember the Annual 

Thanksgiving Rally and luncheon to 
be held in the Chapter House on 
Wednesday, September 17, at 11 am. 
Fellowship, Speaker and Trade 
Table. 

CREDITS IN TARCOOLA 
Rhonda Anstee — sister at Tar-

coola Hospital — has completed her 
Pharmacology Course with credits. 
Congratulations! 
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UPDATE 
THE LEINSTER 
YOUTHGROUP 

A Report by Chris Lee 
Early January this year, our 

Church commenced a Youth Group 
to assist the children of our town to 
grow in their Christian lives. The 
Youth Group aimed in particular to 
cater for those children who had 
made a commitment to the Lord in 
the last weeks of the Religious 
Education program run at the local 
school. It was envisaged that the 
Youth Group would run only for the 
duration of the school holidays at 
which point the children's needs 
would be catered for by the R.E. Pro-
gram and Sunday School. 

The first week resulted in nine 
children in the 7-12 years age group 
coming. The meeting consisted of 
games, choruses, bible study, and a 
time of prayer together. The prayers 
consisted of each child praying out 
aloud for either a personal or a com-
munity need. 

Over the weeks we have expanded 
to up to 30 children. The Youth 
Group has not ceased with the 
return of school. Two of the original 
three leaders, being vacation 
students, have returned to their 
places of study. New leaders have 
come out of the ranks of our Church 
to replace them. 

One lesson learnt by the leaders 
is that the success of each week's 
meeting depends very much on the 
amount of time spent in prayer prior 
to the meeting, whether we have 
truly sought God's will for our pro-
gram, giving God the glory for our 
results, and humbly trusting the 
Holy Spirit to help us. 

Following these steps the Youth 
Group will continue to prosper. 
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PRAYER CALENDAR FIELD STAFF DIRECTORY 

THE B.C.A. PRAYER 
O Lord our God, help us to 
remember the people who live in 
the remote parts of our land. We 
ask You to bless those whom You 
have called into the fellowship of 
The Bush Church Aid Society, 
and call others to stand with 
them in the task. Grant that, 
through the ministry of the Word 
and Sacraments, through healing, 
and through caring for the young, 
the message of Your redeeming 
love may be proclaimed, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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DIOCESE OF NORTHERN TERRITORY. The Rt. Revd. C. Wood. 
1 Darwin — Sanderson — Revd. Robert and Mrs. Rigmor George. 
2 Palmerston — The Revd. Ron and Mrs. Margaret Bundy. 

DIOCESE OF NORTH WEST AUSTRALIA. The Rt. Revd. G. B. Muston. 
3 Kununurra — The Revd. Peter Harradence. 
4 Derby — The Revd. Errol and Mrs. Anne Sorensen. 
5 Newman (East Pilbara) — The Revd. Arthur and Mrs. Pat Williams. 
6 South Hedland — The Revd. Peter and Mrs. Alison Moss. 
7 Karratha (West Pilbara) — The Revd. George and Mrs. Jacqueline Sansom. 
8 Wickham — The Revd. Angus and Mrs. Anne McDonald. 
9 Paraburdoo (South Pilbara) — The Revd. Gordon and Mrs. Ann Hargreaves. 

10 Geraldton — Mr. Martin and Mrs. Kim Weatherston. 
11 Mt. Magnet (Murchison) — The Revd. Greg and Mrs. Rhi Jones. 
12 Leinster — The Revd. Don and Mrs. Celia Miller. 
DIOCESE OF WILLOCHRA. The Rt. Revd. S. B. Rosier. 
13 Cook Hospital — Sister Margaret and Jack Barnes and Sister Ann Bolton; 

Sister June English (Nursing Co-ordinator); Sister Elizabeth Clegg (Relief 
Sister). 

14 Tarcoola Hospital — Nurses Mr. Keith and Mrs. Rhonda Anstee. 
15 Coober Pedy — The Revd. Martin and Mrs. Vivien Bleby. 
16 Mid-West Mission — The Revd. David and Mrs. Margaret Griffin. 
17 Leigh Creek — The Revd. Des and Mrs. Judi Arthur. 
DIOCESE OF TASMANIA. The Rt. Revd. P. Newell. 
18 Zeehan — Vacant. 
DIOCESE OF RIVERINA. The Rt. Revd. B. R. Hunter. 
19 Broken Hill Hostel — Mr. Tony and Mrs. Barbara Pickering. 
20 Wilcannia — The Revd. Mapson and Mrs. Ruth Williams (till Aug.) 
DIOCESE OF ARMIDALE. The Rt. Revd. P. Chiswell. 
21 Lightning Ridge — The Revd. Cliff and Mrs. Megan Ainsworth. 
DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON. The Rt. Revd. G. Hearn. 
22 Winton — The Revd. Michael and Mrs. Elizabeth Birch. 
DIOCESE OF NORTHERN QUEENSLAND. The Rt. Revd. J. Lewis. 
23 Collinsville — Vacant. 
DIOCESE OF CARPENTARIA. The Rt. Revd. A. Hall-Matthews. 
24 Normanton (Southern Gulf) — The Revd. John and Mrs. Jennifer Summerell. 
DIOCESE OF BRISBANE. The Most Revd. J. Grindrod. 
25 Quilpie — Vacant. 
GENERAL 
26 VICTORIA. The Revd. Alan Hoskin, Mrs. Margo Bright. 

QUEENSLAND. Mr. Allan Sauer (Hon. Secretary). 
27 SOUTH AUSTRALIA — The Revd. Bruce Cliff, Mrs. Jocelyn Phillips. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. The Revd. Peter Brain (Hon. Secretary). 
28 FEDERAL & N.S.W. OFFICE, COUNCIL & SUPPORTERS 

Federal Secretary Elect. — Rev. Ernie Carnaby (commences Dec. '86). 
29 N.S.W. — The Revds. Brian Roberts, Eric Atkin, Mr. Peter Oram, Sister Helen 

Plumb, Miss Margaret Woolcott, Mesdames Jacqueline Griffiths, Vivien 
Bentley, Margaret Sadler, Miss Megan Woodward. 

30 Nungalinya College — Mrs. Sandra Kinslow. 
Gnowangerup — The Revd. Chris and Mrs. Marilyn Clerke. 
Bimbadeen N.S.W. — Pastor Graham Paulson. 


